GLOBALISATION AND PO VERTY

Introduction N

CredOheabeat has alys been to see justice for tleeld® poor whether that isybeducating
children and adults in the UK as tavithiey can ark for dang themsebs or by working

direct with projects in perty situations The prophet Isaiah instrted us to Ospend oursslv

on behalfof the poor and satisfy the needsh&f oppressedO (58:10) and that is no lessitelev
now than it vas in his timeHowe\er, if we are to wrk effectiely in our wrld todg then v

need to understand the context in ioigr vorld, and the peerty that is in it, is set.

This is where theord, Oglobalisatdncomes inhdre are ctin words that sum up the syor
that people find themsebrin and that\g people meaning and a/wo understand theond.

As lan Linden helpfully puts it, Otpttze vord Oglobalisatidrencapsulates our latest
contemporay stoyG. There are many different definitiongytdbalisation that e been

given, but perhaps the simplest is thatigeal ly the Dgpatment for Intenational
Dewelopment in their Wite Raper on Globalisation.h&y sg that globalisation is simplyhe
process pwhid the vorld is becoming more and more connected and ipéerdient.” At its
popular legl we experience thiy lrinking coffee from Nicaragua; eatimgadoes from Israel;
wearing clothes made in Morocco; using a computer assembledhilipfiiee® and so on.

To look at it futher, this interconnectedness happenticpéarly in four areasThe first is the
economicwhid we will look at more closely |atér ideology of globalisation. Thus Colin Hingsa
fellow of the Intenational Brum on Globalisation describes globalisation as ©the ev
increasing integtion of national economies into the global ecgnibmough trade and
investmentules and pvatisation, aidedytiednological adnces®

The second area is the politigatugine powering the ideology. Politically we hare moved from a

world that is interational to one that is global: Othe differencedetivese is that and

whidh is intenational conducts its business betwnationslt is intemational. But in a global
world the state has become onggrlamong otherall of whom hae paver and infuence®.

These other pjars are mitinationalsinteinational norgovemmental orgnisations (INGOSs)

and global bodies $uas NA'O, the UN the IMF World Bank and the WTQAs problems

have become global in nature fsas global aming and security issues), so global solutions are
being sought.

The third area is the tewlogicalzbe fuel running the engine. ety little of the abee would be

possible wre it not for the incredible pace with Whathnology has desloped. Economically

the curency transactionghid form an intecal pat of globalisation, are able to occur because
of Othe choof the mouseO. Email lime-O240, has enabled companies to split their assembly
lines betwen countries on different sideghs world, sending designs and orders and shifting
components from one couptto another to minimise cos®litically one ofthe major

reasons for the smfall of the commnist regimesag because dfie access that people had to
Westen ideas through the media, hence the dubbitigedf989 rentutions as Othe television
revolutionsO.

11. Linden,Dewelopment Matters: Christian perspeston globalisatipB.

2These four areas are highlighte&hidens throughout his writing on globalisation.
The material in this section, and somihefstatistics throughout the papgemes from aéarfund Blicy
Review Rper that | wrote in 2001, entitled, OGlobalisation anddt@®. P

3 Cited in JMatin, OGlobalisation: an Opparity for Churbes?0, Chirof England Newspaper
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The fouth area is the cultural manifestation of globalisation. This is the OMcDonaldisafoof

the vorld; the rearing ahe OMTVameratio® and the recognitionNike and Disney as global
symbols Klein calls this the ObrandingoltureO: there is no space left anymore that does not
have a brand name atted to it. Eery thing and ery exent comes at a price and with @.log
Globalisation has brought a hlgcrease in consumboice whid few would wish to degr

One of the most significant freedoms is the freedomaement. Tis is piked up ly

Bauman who talks dhe Oglobal and extraiterial elitesO. Interestingig maks the point
that, Omobility climbs to the rankiteé uppemost among the geted @alues B and the freedom
to move, pepetually a scarce and unequally distributed comrfastityecomes the main
stratifying factor oburE timesQ. We should not foret either the remarkable transfation

that has occued in the position ofvomen in society and, consequetitty danging shape of
the family Giddensin paticulatr has brought attention to this aspedalobalisation: Oamong
all the bangs @ing on todg none are more impgant than those happening in our personal
lives B in sexualigmotional lifemariage and the familyThere is a global @ution ging on

in how we think ofourseles and he we form ties and connections with othérsO.

These four areas b the econpthe&political, the tenological and the cultural B makg
globalisation. file heightenedvareness oliocalisation and issuesathnicityand the increase
of fundamentalism, for the other side to globalisation. Most itgmtly is the recognition
that those who do not ¥ethe resources to fiaipate are led into increasinggaty. It is the
subject ofthis paper to look at the problempaiverty in the context obur globalisedavid.

In order to do that, vare ging to look at the avld of bananasa subject that illustrates many
of the points that are to be made

A World Gone Banana$

Bananas lva become one dhe basic foods thaevall eat toda so basic that the banana is the
world®most popular fit, worth £5bn a yeaand in the UK 95% dfiouseholds buy them.eW
eat more bananas thaa @o apples and they are the malsiable food product in

supemarlets outsold only petrol and lottgrtidkets Yet, ny parents@mgeration almost newv
ate them, so what has happened in ¢inkel o mak bananas duan ordinar pat of life in the
UK, rather than an ekc fruit that ve rarely see?

Let us look at the stpiof the Banana & TraditionallyBritain and the rest dfie European

Union hae bought their bananas from theiner colonigspaticularly the Windard Islands

in the Caribbean. Britairv@sted into the original plantations and Geest, the company that buys
and sells most dhe bananass a British companythe Lome Covention in 1975 fanalised

the EU©commitment to contire to impor bananas from the Windvd Islands This

commitment \&s cucial since the Windwd Islands are almost totally reliant on their banana
industy and are able tha&rg a better price for their bananas than producers elsewhere

Howe\er, 80% ofthe bananasvalved in intenational trade are controlledthe big four
American companies: Chiquita, DBblel Monte and yfes Not liking the EU protectionist
policy on bananaémerica complained to the@Nd Trade Orgnisation (WTO) whauted in
favour of the USA. Wen the EU refused to kadovn the US strdk ba& and put impdr
tariffs in the end wrth $191.4m, on EU exgsr(hitting companies $uas Aran Aromatics in
Scotland whitfound 40% ofits tumover effected). It might come as ngsse that the
American complaint to the WTO came jugtddter Chiquita donated $500,000 to the
Democratic Bty and that the tariffsake enforcedybthe Rpublicaneontrolled Congss after
Chiquita donated $350,000 to them...

5Z. BaumanGlobalisation: the Human Consequerites

6 GiddensReith LecturesHe dewtes a wholed®th Lecture on globalisation to this subject.

7 Mua of this section comes from thaiffade Bundation and New Inteationalist editions 317
(October 1999) and 322 (April 2000).



Thesituationthatwe have today is onewherethe overwhelmingnajorityof the bananathatwe
consumeoday areproducedn appallingircumstancesl herearetwo mainissuediere Firstly
the plantatiorworkerslive in poverty. In Ecuadorfor examplethe workersarepaidjust$la
day and someindependentproducersgyet only 3 penceper pound,which doesnot even cover
costs On avera@, the producergetsonly 5% of the priceof a bananaaswith manyother
commoditieexpoted to the North, 90%of the pricestg/sin the North andis newer seenby
the producer

Secondlyvast quantitiesof chemicalsare usedto treat the bananaduring its production.
Plantationsn CentralAmericaapply30kgof active ingredientsper hectareper yearb this is
morethantentimesthe avera@ for intensie farmingin industrialisedountries In CostaRica,
threeguatersof bananavorkerssufferfrom skinlesionsand20%of the maleworkersbecame
steriledueto handlingpesticidesvhilstentirecomnunitiessufferfrom indiscriminat@eriakrop

sprging

The impact on the ervironment need hardly be stated,let alone the fact that massie

deforestatiomastalken placeto provide the landfor the plantations The effectthat all these
chemical$iave on thoseof uswho eatthemis somethingnanyworry about. It isinterestingo

notethe responsef a bananaworker in Guatemal@n a Chiquitaplantationon beingasled if

he ewer atethe bananase producedOGood Lord, no! Peoplein placedike this dornDeatthe
fruit they cut. | guesewknav betterO.

So is anything being done to counteract this situatieman¥er, of courseis OyesO and that
answver is Rir Trade and campaigniniair Trade slsemes wrk direct with cooperaés cutting
out the middlemen. liey guarantee adikmininum price havever lov world prices mafall,

and if prices rise abe this some bemes (sicas CafZdirect)yan extra 10% social premium.
They often help bend just the pawith business delopment progammes and other advice
Fair Trade skemes are extremely beneficial to the produgarexampledespite the recent
coffee crisighose registered with the officiairHrade slkeme \ere able to escape i@rse
effects and still iest in other essential thingshsas healthcare and education. Simildrén
Hurrican Mitt swept across many countries in 1998, those producers umitefrade skeme
were able to rewger.

Alongside &ir Trade many NGOs are campaigning to se@@s in hav bananas are
produced. On a broaderdgvn the UK, there is gently unning a Tade dstice Campaign,
signed up toyovirtually all the main NGOswvolved in these issyeghid is campaigning to see
the global tradingites bangd?

Having looled at this subject difanangsae can nev consider the main pointsahved in the
topic of globalisation and the poofhese points begin broadly and focwsndas & ¢
through.

1.Economic dobalisation is based on he principle of free rade, maket
capitalism.

This will hardly be news for mostusf reading thidut, incase it,itet us explore it ftiver.
Economic globalisatiorovks on the policies d@fade liberalisation, yatisation and financial
marlet deregulation. It is bekebthat free trade beten nationswith no protecte bariers is
the most effecte way of increasing globakalth and lifting poorer countries outlodir
povetty.

This globalsystemonly works wherethereis growth and so the economic®f globalisations
profit-driven to the extremeAs Clintonsaid,Oldo not beliee thata countly with 4.5%of the
world® people can maintain its standartivefg if we do®hase more customer8O.

8 Seevwwtradejusticecampaign.aky

9J Bruges The Little Eath Book(LEB), 81.
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Thisdrive towardscontirual growth hasledto the emergnceandnow dominanceof the Trans

National Coporations (TNCs). Some tife facts swounding them areel knavn: B
¥ The ten largest TNCs have a total incomegreaterthan that of 100 of the world®

poorest countries

Two-thirds of intemational trade is accounted fgijist 500 cqorations

40% ofthe trade they control is betm different p&s of the same TNC!

Of the world®100 largst economiefifty are TNC3S°

K K K

Comoratemergers and acquisitionshave thus becomea familiar featureof the globalisation
landscapdndeed,the anrual numberof sud mergrsandacquisitionsgloubledbetween1990
and 1997 when the totallwe redwed $236 billiof.

Another aspectof this growth-driven econony is currency speculationSomesg a trillion
dollars otherssg 2 trillion dollars is now turned over eat day on the curencymarlets As
Giddenssa/s Ointhe newglobalelectronie@conony, fund managrs bankscormporationsaswell
asmillionsof individualinvestors cantransfervastamountsof capitalfrom one sideof the
world to anotherat the click of a mouse As theydo sq they candestabilisevhat might have
seemed rdesolid economies b as happened in East'AsiaO.

The follaving figures shw how this is suta recent phenomenon:

¥ Flowsof foreigndirectinvestmen{FDI) in 1995reatied$315billion, almosta sixfold
increaseverthelewelfor 1981D85:0ver the sameperiodworld tradeincreasedy little
more than a half

¥ Totalborrowingon intemationalkapitaimarletsincreaseffom ananrualaverag $95.6
billion between1976and 1980to $818.6billion in 1993D a 34.3%increaseon the
previous year alone B

¥ Betweenthe mid-1970sand 1996the daily turnover of the world®foreignexchang
marlets increased a thousdold- from around $1 billion to $1,200 bilfén.

Many agee that free trade is the beat forward. Indeed, it is inarguable that etackpitalism
has led to increasing globahith as Othe progion of GDP traded interationally has risen
from 5% in 1946 to 25% wa}* The Saes/Wamer study from Hamrd Unversity found that
Odeeloping countries with open economresvdy 4.5% a year in the 1970s and 1980k
those with closed economiesvgly 0.7% a yeatOHowe\er, poverty and increased inequality
seem to be endemic to globalisation aey débate centres around what causes that.

The debate splits; on the one hand, into those who think thatavaaekthe & of creating
wealth and those those whould stop marts acting efficientlyy(lmaking a special case for
poor countries) will in the end degttioe vealth ofthose nationdn other vords it mg/ be a
tough option but in the longim joining werld marlets is the onlyay to create @alth. hese
people note theumber ofcountries whoseealth has risen remarkably because they ha
become more open to matk Sub people also argue that many countries are hie|ahbky
unfair tems of trade but ky intenal coruption or ly the lak of an economic infrastcture
that would allev them to delier the gods in wrld marlets (eg education, comumnication

10New Intenationalist (NI) (Neember 1997), 18.
11 NI (Jan/Feb 2000), 24.

12 GiddensReith Lectures

13NI (November 1997), 18,19.

14EB, 81.

15 M. Moore OTade Rles for Global Commerce&obal Fiture(First Quater 2001), 2.



systemdrained labour force étc This side othe debate ants maréts to do all theavk and
no govemment interference

On the other hand are those who think imgeof power. They see theag betwen rib and
poor widening and blame thewth of global capitalism for thedy They point out that the
collapse otomnunism has led to audn more uthless kind o€apitalism. Aiey see that the
way to hange the operation afultinationals isybexposing their practices in the press and
protesting publicly about theinpar. This side othe debate ants masea interention to
stop paerty causedybcapitalism and paership beteen natiorstatesNGO's Multinationals
and Global Agncies to bring about refo#®

2.The rules for how economic dobalisation works are governed by the World
Trade Organisaton.

The WTO hit the headlines in 1999 whemitting in Seattl@svthrovn into disamay by
protestors and its trade round stoppgtebders from the South. Up until this time# &
little knavn organisation thatagned little attention. hE WTO vas founded in 1995 as a
successor to the @A (General Ageement on driffs and Tade) with its aim being to promote
and regulate trade betm its member stateSATT was a parof the effot after Vérld War 2
to secure peace and stability for thidwvan effarwhid led to the establishmenttbie World
Bank and IMFat the Bretton W@bds conference in 1944, and also the Whkn first signed, in
1947, GAT had 23 nationsWwhen the WTO was officially established theerenv115
signatories and wathere are at least 140.

The WTO has within its constitution the potential fankimg to benefit those who are poor

Its Generalised SystemRe&ferences doest least on papeecognise that the poorest and
least desloped nations need pogtdiscrimination, en if recognition alone is not enough.
The IMFand Varld Bank still &y mud refect the political situation afteold War 2. ér
exampleseen countries (the UBK, Gemany Fance &apan, Italy and Canada) control nearly
half the \otes at the Wfld Bank and the US holds nearly 20%heftotal vtes in the IMF In

the WTO decisiomaking is via consensus and so is potentially more democratic

Howe\erE

3.The WTO has problems

The reality is that thesaitly countriespaticularly the USCanadaagpan and the Eldominate
it. For astat, its headquaersarein Genew, Switzerlandyhidh hasoneof the highestostsof
living in the wrld. There are mountains papenerk and legl documents attaed to any
negotiation and a countmeeds a host @pecialised expeiand lavyers to be able to deal with
these The wealtly countries are able tovegeople there pmanently whilst poorer countries
cannot afford todg anyne there For examplehpan has 25peesentaties while Bangladesh
has only one andier halfthe least dedoped counyr members lva none at alf. Discussions
are thus wighted from the star

Perhaps the WT®@ost significantaakness is that free trade is its sacvedasowith the IMF
and Wrld Bank) and is\gin priority abee all elseat the expense @fsues siicas the
ernvironment and human rightdseph Stiglitz, the faner ChiefEconomist at the gvld Bank,
has said that they &afpuatisation and trade liberalisation as ends in thegsaiher than
means to more sustainalglquitable and democratiomgthC2 WTO rulings can @n @

agpinst lavs that are adopted to comply with imd¢ional aggementsas when ituled American
regulations to protect ties to be illeg, een though theyeve done in accordance with CITES

16 My thanks to 8 McCloughy for clarifying these onsides for me
17 Christian Aid, @ade for LifeO campaign.

18 Cited in Oxfam #licy Rper on globalisation.



which was signedyb146 natior’d Other examples are where it hasgmtend legislation to ban
cosmetics testing on animals; protected companies trading with Myanmaeated prev
Thailand, conceed at the increase wuyg smoérs from banning cayette impds20 Itis a
sad fact that the WTO has aeupheld auling in faour of social or erironmental issues

Interestinglyof coursethe meaninggn to Ofree trade® seenmatopchameleorike
according to the intereststbe wealtly. The Common Aggcultural Blicy (CAR is a hug case
in point, and the subject ofuch frustration on the paof the Souther countries CAPgives
enomous subsidies to Europeamfars whilst demonstratingegt reluctance to open up
marlets to agcultural produce from the ddoping wrld. As the subsidies encoerager
production, esess produce is dumped on gtheorer countries that then see the pricéhefr
national produce slumphid affects theuelihoods ofthe famers It is worth pointing out, in
addition, that 80% oEAPsubsidiesayto the 20% bigpst fams It encourags European
farmers tovards intense faming, whib is haing sub a detrimental affect on theveanment.

4.Pricesof commodities are at the mercy of market forces,with huge amounts of
money sloshing aound the world every day

We hae seen already thereuncy speculation that istsacfeature ofjlobalisation. It not only
affects a nati@econory but it can hae farreatiing consequences for specific commodities
and the people who produce them. Bananasahaady gen us an example tifat and ofthe
low wages paid to the producers when the big companies are taking pnagts Coffee is
another example and isreutly @ing through a crisiwith prices at theirdest leel since the
1930s Despite thighe price ofa cup ofcoffee in a coffee house is increasing and the big
coffee roasting housessit as Sara Lee and Nestle rporting big profits Nestle sa a rise in
profits of 20% in 2001. df those producers who are not wittaa Frade skeme the future is
bleak. Ra commodities are on argeral danward trend and it is the produgerst the big
companiesvho will lose out.

5.Economic dobalisation is dominated by the TNCs.

Our case study dfananasage us an olious example diow this vorks but this domination
affects producers thed over. As ve hae seen, TNCs are often Erdinanciallythan the
countries in whitthey operate and hence can contnelthey do thingsThis leads to the
Orace for the bottom dollarO hwhishes aside human rights anit@mmental conces

In No Logo, Klein wrote a brilliant expose on the frade zones in countries Isas
Indonesia, China, Mexjddietnam and thehifippineg! These ExpdrProcessing Zones
(EPZs) are the areas in whibe products rbuy are actually made and they operatdregiff-
no impot or expot duties and sometimes no income or ptgpaks eitherlt is thought that
there are around 1000 Zoperating in semty countrieeemplging roughly 27 million
workers The workdgy is long (up to sixteen hours) and tbekevs are mosthoyng vemen
working for contractors fromd¢ea, &iwan or Hong K¥ng who are usually filling orders for
companies based in the USA, Wpah, Genany or Canadah@& working conditions areery
mucah belav standard, with the minimm wage seldom reled, and trade unions are banned.
The ERZs are designed to attract foreigiesbors with the hope that they will contribute to
lasting desfopment in thehosen counyr Thus the taxree incenties are offered, agias
other things stcas the cooperation afmilitay that will suppress any labour unrdse. T
reality of courseis that foreign irestment rarely tobes the couryrand the EPs operate as
OoffshoreO tax tans benefiting only the companieslired; companies whidly-off to
another counyras soon as conditions in theZERum aginst them.

19 CITES vas an agement to impampravns only from countries that used fishing means that did not kill
sea tuttes

20| EB, 85.

21 This section is all tek from Naomi Klei® fascinating anthallenging account &PZs inNo Logo
(2000), 195 b 2234 this andoy will neer buy GARor Nike agin!



With the WTO only interested in free tratiere are no inteationally respectedvato gvem
TNCs and ensure they are putting people andyhierenent before their profitriven
shareholders

6.Those who do nothave the resources o participate are pushed inb poverty
Statistics on perty can be daunting andeowhelming in their enoiity. Yet, it is helpful for us
all to be reminded aip of the state othe world in whit we are liing:
¥ 1.3billion peoplehave to live on lessthan70p a day andmorethan800million people
do not hae enough to e&t.
¥ World bankstudiesshov that aimosthalf the world®populationlive on lessthan $2
dollarsaday. Every year8 million childrendieof diseaselinkedto impurewaterandair
pollution;50 million childrenarementallyand physicallydamagd dueto poor nutrition
and 30 million children B 80% of them girls D are deniedthe opportunity to go to
scool23
A Nike quiltedjadket costs£100in a London shop but only 51p of that goesto the
Bangladeshiamen who makit24
The 20% of peopleliving in the rich countriesnow consumess% of the world®
resource®
Thewealthof the 225richestpeoplein the world hasnearlytripledin the lastsix years
and their assetswaqual the entire amal income ohalf the vorld® populatior®
The incomegap betweenthe top andbottom fifth of the world®peoplejumpedfrom
30:1in 1960 to 74:1 in 1997
In 1976 Switzerlandvas 50 timesricher than Mozambiqueln 1997it was500times
richer
The top 1% ofhouseholds in the USveamore walth than the entire bottom 9%%s.
Whilst financialtransactiontave beengrowing fast,2/3 of themarebetweenthe few
alreadyrich countriesof the OECD. Although the shareof poor (non-OECD)
countriedn FDI hasincreased;hinaaloneaccountgor aboutathird of this shareand
just9 countriedor anothetthird. Theremaininghird is splitbetweenl35countriesthe
Least Dewloped gt just 0.5%°
¥ In 1996subSaharadfricapaid$2.5billion morein debtsewicethanit recevedin new
longterm loansand credits The extenal debt of the regionhasballoonedby 400%
sincethe IMF and World Bank began managingAfrican economieghroughimposed
Ostretural adjustmentO conditi#ns

KK K K K K K

There are many aspects thaicawuld considewith regrds to those who are popbut | wish to
focus on tw.

22 Cafod briefing

23 Global Futures (Fst Quater 2001), 7.
24 Cafod briefing

25 EB, 34.

26 EB, 36
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Firstly HIV/Aids 31 It is thought that Aids will emtually kill halbf all 15year old Ethiopian,
South African and Zimbakan bgs The rumbers are immendmut in those imbers is the
individual suffering thatust be ban by eery person who contracts HIV ang dery person
who sees aved one die from it. hie psykological effects dhe trauma cannot bevisagd.
One of the ley problems is the heigumbers oforphans that this disease is causgigce the
beginning, 13.2 milliomi@ren hae been gghaned. HIV/Aids has hegmplications
economicallyThe workforce ofsome African nations is being decimated, as people either
cannot wrk through heing the disease or throughihg to care for those who.d&nd
medicine is expewmsi stripping families ahoney that shouldgn food and education.

As well as being the resultypay is one ofthe causes dilV/Aids as a stuggling healthcare
system that the poor cannet tp leads to agater risk ofnfection as other STDs are ignored.
Once infected with HI\a lak of medicine increased thelikood ofother infections In a
situation where the future looks hopeless there seems little point in taking care with life and
young people do not takand are unable to eakhe necessaprecautions

Bearing in mind our subject gibbalisation,d&terson mads this interesting comment: Oa
societyulnerability to HIV/Aids is closely bound up with its ¢tdi@bility to resist global
economic forcegncluding the results sfructural adjustment, the debt burdemwagigation of
sevicesand WTO policies on intellectual propeights trade and seices Coruption at
national lesl can be seen as the resulbs$ ofautonony of national gvemments and the
feeling E that pu are caught up in a spiraimdreasing perty from whit there is no
escape®.

Secondlythe emironment. With globalasming, the loss adpecigssoil erosion, deforestation,
air and ater pollution and the loss bibdversity it is not just human beings who are suffering,
but the rest otreation is alsovalved in the subject gfoverty. It is interesting to note iad
Goslinggconnection ofinsustainable debt withvéonmental problent§ He cites the

example oBrazil where myment taks place primarily through the exipgrof cash crops

This leads to the inevitable claating ofinvaluable andrigplaceable forests and all the evils
that we hae seen with bananas: intemsise ofchemicalssoil erosion, loss ébrest coer

leading to species extinction and lodsafiversity and a destition oftrees to absorb carbon
dioxide

Again, aswith HIV/Aids, it is clearthat ervironmentaldegadationis linked inextricablywith
poverty: causedy it andleadingto it. It is no coincidencehat 96% of deathsfrom natural
disaster®ccurin dewlopingcountries* Howeer, unlike HIV/Aids, it is alsoclearthat the
underlyingcauses not poverty (i.e, peoplecuttingdown treesto male alivelihoodetc), but the
globalstructuresthat promotethe transpot of goodsall roundthe world andthe eleation of
profit above all else Sq the World DisasterdReport 2000calculateghat the rich nationshave
amassed climatedebtof $13,00®illion, whid is growingatanincreasingate Thisis currently
more than five timesthe total Third World Debt.35 Industrialisedtountriesgenerateover 62

31 Much of this infomation comes from Gilliaraferso® dhapter on HIV/Aids in CReed (ed.),
Dewelopment Matters: Christian perspeston globalisation

32 Dewelopment Matterg6.

33 Dewelopment Matter$4.
341bid.

35 OClimate debtO refers to timemental damagcausedybthe rit nations As they use up the te®
resources; pollute the atmosphere wéebrihnouseages whitcause dastation to countries in the South;
use bemicals whitham the food bain and soil, andrerfish the oceans so theypbtige the natural
capital ofthe vorld and thus h& a masg debt to other nationSee fuher, LEB 7980 and NI edition
342 (@n/Feb 2002).



timesmore carbondioxide per personthanthe leastde\elopedcountries® One billion people
sufferfrom ashotage of freshwaterandit is estimatedhattwo-thirdsof theworld®population
will sufferseerewatershotagesin 25yearsThis shotage is entirelyhnumanmadeaspriority is
given to industy and industrial agulture rather than to peopie

Theissueof our carefor therestof the createdvorld isanimportantonebecausé leadgo the
guestiorof whatwe meanby humandewelopment.We mustnot be contentwith anansver that
focuse®nlyon the economic Theairwe breathethe waterwe drink, the beautyor otherwiseof
the area in whicwe live are all an integ) pat of what it means to be human.

7. Not eweryone in the wealthier nations is content with the current situation and
there are those who will fightto see hings change

A Mori poll in October2001,timedto coincidewith the releasef Anita Roddiks®book on
globalisationTake It _Personallygave somesurprise new findingsasto peopleopinionson
globalisationTheresultsshovedthatthe peoplearesuspiciousf globalisatiomndsympathetic
towards the antiglobalisationprotestors Only 13% ageed with the official view that
globalisatioenhances\eryonesijualityof life, whilstbetween87%and92%of peoplethought
that the govemment shouldprotectthe environment,emplymentand healthb even whenit
conflicted with the interestsof multinationals Bob WorcesterMori Chaiman, saidthat the
surveywas Odimelyindicatorof peopledinderlyinglistiustof bigcompaniesvhenit comego
actingin peoplenterest. The factthat41%of the British publicbeliee the antiglobalisation
protestors hae a point should prompt a serious rethinkinp@fglobalisation debateO.

Aswe sav whenwe lookedat bananggtherearealtenative waysof doingthingsandpeoplevho
arepreparedto usetheirvoicesandpursesn the pushfor chang The WTO meetingn Seattle
not only broughtthe WTO into publicfocus but alsobroughtattentionto the Oantiobalisation
movementOmentionedabore It needsto be said, of course that the C)antj;-lobalisation
movement(d anamecoinedby the media. Thosewho belongto it areclearthat,if theyareanti
anything then it is economic globalisatiomot globalisatiorasa whole The Oantidobalisation
movement@eallyrefersto a huge aray of pressureyroups individuals charitiesand NGOs,
from all aroundthe world, that areworking to seea chang in the way the globalrules and
especiallthe TNCs operatein orderto seemorejusticefor the poor. Thisis a phenomenon
thatis peculiato ourtime Newerbeforehave therebeensomanyorganisationsvorkingoutside
politics(i.e, not belongingo apoliticalpatty). Today, thereare26,000ntemationaNGOs: four
timesasmanyasa decadeag. Someof thesearespecificallynvolvedin the antiglobalisation
movement,sut asAdbustersReclaimthe Streetsthe Direct Action Network andthe Rudkus
Societ§y® Whatis interestingaboutthis movementis that thereis no organisationatentre just
lots of individualgroupsandcampaignsll linked with eat otherlike hotlinkson awebsite Oa
chaotic netwrk of hubs and spasG?

Singlessuecampaigninasbecomeone of the hallmarksf our day, with peopleincreasingly
perceiing the realpower to lie with the TNCs ratherthanwith the politicalleaders With our
world sovastandcomplexjt seemgasieto take oneissugo campaigron thangetinvolvedin
the quagmireof the political corridors that can seemsomewhairrelexant. Nearlyall of the
major NGOs thereforeare tuning campaigning into one thieir main focuses

Alongsidecampaigninis the growth of the concet of Oethicabnsumerismésseerin the Fair
Tradebananas Thereis a growing avarenessf how, in our interlinked world, the way that |
consumehere directly affectsthe lives of othersin other countriesand affectsthe rest of
creation.Sq if | buyabananawith alabelon it thatsgys Dole, ChiquitaFyffesor Del Monte

36 |bid.
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thenl amgivingmy consento the way theytreattheirworkersandthe ervironment. Howe\er,

if | buyaFair Tradebanandhenl amtakingaway thatconsenfaindgivingmy moneyto asystem
that will benefitthe lives of the producersof that banana. Peopleare recognisinghat this

appliesto all soits of areas:clothes pensionstoys food, mortgages electricalequipment,
holidgys investmentsE. It alsoapplieso theway | consumeenerg in the form of petrol,gas
and electricity and whether | thrthings way rather than reusing or recycling them.

Conclusion

To retum to the beginningpur motivation behindthis paperhasbeento seejusticefor those
who arepoor. A consideratiomf the world in which we live today shavs us the metanisms
andstructureghatarebehindthe poverty thatso manyarefacingtoday. We choseto do this by
lookingat whatliesbehindthe bananashat we eatevery day andwe sav seen featuresf the
relationshipbetweenglobalisatiorand poverty. Firstly the overartiing metanarative within
which we areworkingis thatof freetrade marlet capitalisnandthe belief thatthatis whatwill
ultimatelysare the world. Secondlythe rulesfor how this worksaregovemedby the WTO that
actsto promotefreetrade Howe\er, thirdly the WTO hasproblemsbeingweightedtowards
the wealtly countriesand refusingto give preferenceto issuesof human rights or the
environment. Fourthly, oneof the effectsof allof thisisthatcommoditypricesareatthe mercy
of marletforcesandanotheiis that,fifthly, the economiavorld is dominatedy the TNCs The
consequends that, sixthly thosewho do not have theresourcearepushednto poverty. There
aremanyaspectaroundthis but we looked paticularlyatthe issuesuroundingHIV/Aids and
the ervironment. We did not finish here though,becauseseenthly the good newsis that not
eweryoneis preparedto put up with this situationandtherearemanypeoplefrom allaroundthe
world, who are fighting to see thingarge

It is not enoughsimplyto rehearsavhereour world is goingwrongwithout seeingvhatwe can
do to beginto male a differenceourseles and so we looked at someof the waysin which
peopleare curently takingaction. Ead one of usis calledto respondto the needsof our
world. For some that will meanworkingwithin the economicandpoliticalstructuresbringing
God® Kingdom principlesto bear right at the heat. For others we will sty outside
campaigningndcallingfor justiceandrighteousneds preail. For all of us it meansabroader
understandingf whatit meansto live right lives beforeour God: an ethicalspiritualitythat
embraces the issues e considered in this paffer

| wantto concludewith whatRoy McCloughy hascalledthe Ofouvoicesof the churchOwhidh,
| beliew, aptlysumup our responseo globalisatioi! Firstly we arethe voiceof responsibility:
for the weakandthe vulnerablgfor freedomdignityandpeace Secondlywe arethe voiceof
celebration: rejoicingover the colourandculturaldiversityof our world. Thirdly we arethe voice
of prophecy. standingagainstthe unjustandamoralstructuresof the world and,fourthly, we are
the oice ofsuffering. suffering with those who suffer aratking to see it alleviation.

401n a fothcoming Creddper ve will look at the rimess and g¢h involved in lving a more simple
lifestyle: atwice that often comes from a desirevéodimore justioerientated life

41 McCloughy, Living In the IPesence othe Ruture 18.
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