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Photo exhibition ‘Diamond Matters’

Throughout history, valuable minerals have been associated with conflict, banditry and violence. Nevertheless, diamonds play a role in the daily lives of many people on all continents. They provide beauty, luxury and industrial products. When managed well, they play an important role in enhancing economic growth and stability. Unfortunately, the characteristics of diamonds also create the potential for negative impact on peace, security and sustainable development. The vast majority of the population of Sierra Leone, Angola and the DR Congo does not profit from its countries diamond wealth. On the contrary, there is a sharp contrast between the glamour of diamond jewellery being sold on Western markets and the circumstances under which the majority of diamonds are being mined and polished.

The Netherlands Institute for Southern Africa (NiZA) organises in collaboration with “West Africa Witness” (WAW) the photo exhibition ‘Diamond Matters’. For this exhibition Dutch photographer Kadir van Lohuizen, a photographer for Agence VU (Paris), has followed the pipeline of the diamond. The pictures show the complete pipeline: from the extreme poverty in the mainly informal, alluvial extraction of raw diamonds in the mines in the DR Congo, Angola and Sierra Leone, through the middlemen in capitals, via diamond cutters in Antwerp and Mumbay, luxury jewellers in New York and Amsterdam, to the customer.

The photo exhibition opened on March 24th at FOAM (Photo museum Amsterdam) in the Netherlands. Copies of the exhibition have also toured through Sierra Leone, Angola and the DR Congo as well as Belgium, Canada and South Africa. The exhibition will go to the United Kingdom in August 2006, and will tour the United States as part of OSI’s ‘Moving walls’ exhibition series. Photos of the exhibition have been published in international magazines as Newsweek (Japan and US), Time, and L’ Express. The exhibition has, among others, won the first prize for best research journalism project in the Netherlands, the Dirk Scherpenzeel Prize 2005 for best journalistic project on development issues in the Netherlands, and second prize at the World Press Photo 2006.  

NiZA aims for a more just and fair distribution of the wealth generated by raw materials such as diamonds in Africa, and a more socially responsible way of exploiting them. This exhibition promotes awareness of the relationship between the ultimate luxury product: a diamond, on the one hand and extreme poverty, war and poor labour conditions on the other hand. African mineworkers are usually unaware of the value of the stone they dig up. By comparison, in the Western world, the bad working conditions in the diamond mines and cutting and polishing factories are generally unknown. This exhibition shows and informs stakeholders on both ends of the pipeline the other side of the story of “their” diamond. 

Two versions of the exhibition are available: 

1. An ‘exhibition version ‘that contains of 104 framed pictures in crates with a total weight of 840 kg. 

2. And a light weight ‘portable’  version of the exhibition, with the pictures and text printed on canvas: 

This version contains of: 

8 parts of 105 x 220 cm 
4 parts of 105 x 120 cm 
Each part of the bigger canvasses contains a specific part, and a specific country that is part of the diamond pipe line.  The smaller parts contain portraits of the people that are involved in the different phases of the digging, trading, cutting and polishing of the diamonds. 
 
The length of wall space needed for the exhibition will be 22,4 meters.

This exhibition can also be put outdoors. 

Each of the canvasses has rings of 16 mm at distances of 20 cm to facilitate attaching them to walls. 
     

The exhibition is wrapped in three boxes of 1.20 * 30 *30 cm.

 

For more information Please contact: 

Frederiek Biemans

Netherlands insitute for Southern Africa (NiZA) 

+31 20 5206210 
Frederiek.biemans@niza.nl
